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o Deaer Snow

‘Thank you for consrdermg CBE’s comments on th1s major pro_|ect centered around whether to
take more water from the San Francisco Bay/Delta and raising water quahty, foocl resources
mdustnal waste and human heaith issues that touch all Ca]lformans -

The Draft EIS/EIR does not identify low income commumtms and commumtles of color affect— E
" ed by the pro_|ect s acknowledged potential for significant énvironmental impacts due to - h ..
increased urban runoff pollution, decreased bay water circulation, and decreased dnnkmg water.
' qualtty It does not assess whether srgmﬁcant envnronmental impacts on these cornmunities are-
disproportionate impacts, tdenufy and develop a reasonably broad range of alternatives includ-
ing a truly environmentally superior alternative, develop specific actions for miti gating impacts, -
or assess its own alternatives adequately. As a consequence, the Draft does not provide ade- =
"quate information to assess whethef significant environmental impacts of the pro;ect rmght be
avoided by optlons an adequate assessment would revea] - .

Adoption of this Draft would result in at least two major v1olatrons of enwronmental _lustlce

pnncrples and guldance related to water quallty and flow mm;gtaﬂ_dmassess_m
f' .

-gg' glers gﬁ g‘glg; gmg {0 gng"ging toxic pollution. The Draft admits that the project would

increase pollution of urban runoff and reduce bay water circulation, and that these significant
"impacts on bay water quality would not be mitigated fully Increased pol]utant inputs to the bay
“and decreased bay water circulation will exert cumulative lmpacts 1nteractrng synerglstlcally to
~ increase bloaccumulatlon of toxic pollutants o :

By increasing water dwersnons thus i increasing ‘water avarlabrhty and decreasmg its cost, the
project will even hinder industrial pollution prevention, which goes hand in hand with. reducing
the ongoing waste of water by many industrial plants.- [ndeed the Draft overlooks an opportum- '
‘ty to free up sngmﬁcant amounts of water thle preventmg angler exposure to more toxics.

mmmmmg&dmw ThOugh the Draft faJls to mentton it,
the U.S. EPA has found that toxic health threats to-Bay/Delta anglers are a “high priority’
“because of dioxin in Bay/Delta fish, and mercury bioaccumulation in this food resource is also a
- high priority. Other toxic chemicals reach levels in the fish that threaten anglers’ health as well

-~ describes a potential for srgmﬁcant lmpacts of mcreasmg bromme levels in water drawn from -
Delta pumps because toxic trihalomethanes (THMs) and bromate form when this water is disin-

fected for drinking water use. However, it does not assess the potential for disproportionate
impacts on low income communities. with increased THM formation in oldet water systems-and
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less affordable access to bottled or home-treated water. It does not dlscuss requmng treatment
“for these toxics in the drmkmg water plants, or replacement of aging public water pipes in our:

~ quately address alternatives to taking drmltlng water tainted with bromide, which forms these:

_gtgr_supplms Thus tlns second envrromnenta.l Justlce nnpact is also traceable to the pro_lect -
-~ With respect to water quallty 1ssues affectmg many hundreds of Baleelta anglers of color and

potenttally milliots in low income communities drmkmg Delta water, the Draft is deficient due -

- to gross lack of information, and adoptmg it w1thout substant1a1 revision would violate enwron— o

mental justice prmcrples and gmdance

communities — the two areas where these disinfection by- products are formed. Nor does it ade- - o

~ pollutants, from the Delta. This is an important oversight because all project a.lternatlves (even -
~ an intake at Hood) may suek more hromme into dnnkmg water in the futare. -

The 1ncreases in globa.l tempcrature and sea level that have already occurred and the changes n -
timing of rain and snow melt that occurred in California’s recent drought, and again in our more
" recent. wet years are all consistent with the effects of global warming. These effects are project- -

ed to worsen in the future, _pushing ocean salts further into the Delta at tirnes when there is less -
river flow to counter the rising tides. Increased bromide, which forms the contaminants, is like-

Iy at all project water mtake localmns in the future Ihgugh_thﬁ_lltaﬁ_dnm_lhﬂw

laoa

“We reeommend that GALFED gather data on the 1ssues we dlSCUSS and present them with appro— o

priate analysis in a revised Draft EIS/EIR that allows full consrderatlon of the best altematrves N

and mitigation for envxronrnental health and jl.lSthC

Respectfully submltted

 Greg Karras -
Senior Scientist

e .Arlene Wong, Pacific Institute

Jenna Olsen, Environmental Water Caueus
‘Sara Flocks; United Farm Workers o e
', - Karleen Lloyd, People United for-a Better Oakland '
‘Joyce Lawrence, Coalition of Black Trade Un1omsts
Marguerite Young, Clean Water Action
~ Santos Gomez; California Rural Legal A551stance
‘John Rosenblum, Rosenblum Environmental Engineering
Henry Clark, West County Toxics Coalition :
Michael Stanley Jones, Silicon Valley Toxlcs Coahtlon .
~Grant Davis, Bay I[nstitute ,
Barry Nelson, Natural Resources Défense Counc1l
Pat Ferraro Silicon Val]ey Pollutlon Preventlon Center

Enclosures: Detmled comments of CBE on the DElS!DEIR .
' Attachment 1. Comments of John- Rosenblum Ph D on water use efﬁcrency



